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and House Republicans have been say-
ing for years: ObamaCare is destroying 
and will destroy 2.5 million jobs. 2.5 
million fewer Americans will be out of 
work due to the President’s health care 
takeover. 

Our economy cannot truly recover 
unless ObamaCare is repealed. The 
President’s Big Government policies 
are destroying jobs. House Republicans 
have solutions that will put Americans 
back to work. We understand the sta-
tus quo should be job growth to help 
our middle class families achieve op-
portunity. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops, 
and we will never forget September the 
11th in the global war on terrorism. 

f 

THIRD YEAR ANNIVERSARY OF 
BAHRAIN PROTESTS 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to mark the third anniversary of 
the peaceful uprising in Bahrain. Three 
years after mass protests filled the 
streets, the Bahraini Government’s 
promises of reform remain unfulfilled. 
Systematic human rights abuses, re-
strictions on freedom of expression, 
and arbitrary detention continue 
unabated. 

Nabeel Rajab, a prisoner of con-
science whom I have adopted as part of 
the Tom Lantos Human Rights Com-
mission’s Defending Freedoms project, 
is one of thousands who have been de-
tained or tortured for peacefully call-
ing for reforms. Prisoners like Nabeel 
are denied access to medical treat-
ment, and many are prevented from 
speaking about their abuse, even to 
their families and lawyers. 

Because Bahrain is our ally and home 
to the 5th Fleet, the U.S. has the re-
sponsibility to ensure that the Bah-
raini Government adheres to its human 
rights commitments and enacts mean-
ingful reforms. These should include 
releasing political prisoners and ensur-
ing accountability for torture. Absent 
such steps, the U.S. must consider con-
tingency planning for the relocation of 
the fleet. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 5:30 p.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 5 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 

f 

b 1730 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mrs. BLACK) at 5 o’clock and 
30 minutes p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote incurs objection under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later. 

f 

NATIONAL INTEGRATED DROUGHT 
INFORMATION SYSTEM REAU-
THORIZATION ACT OF 2013 

Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2431) to reauthorize the National 
Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2431 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘National Inte-
grated Drought Information System Reauthor-
ization Act of 2013’’. 
SEC. 2. NIDIS PROGRAM AMENDMENTS. 

Section 3 of the National Integrated Drought 
Information System Act of 2006 (15 U.S.C. 313d) 
is amended— 

(1) in subsection (a), by inserting before the 
period at the end the following: ‘‘to better in-
form and provide for more timely decision-
making to reduce drought related impacts and 
costs’’; 

(2) by striking subsection (b) and inserting the 
following: 

‘‘(b) SYSTEM FUNCTIONS.—The National Inte-
grated Drought Information System shall— 

‘‘(1) provide an effective drought early warn-
ing system that— 

‘‘(A) collects and integrates information on 
the key indicators of drought and drought im-
pacts in order to make usable, reliable, and 
timely forecasts of drought, including assess-
ments of the severity of drought conditions and 
impacts; and 

‘‘(B) provides such information, forecasts, and 
assessments on both national and regional lev-
els; 

‘‘(2) communicate drought forecasts, drought 
conditions, and drought impacts on an ongoing 
basis to public and private entities engaged in 
drought planning and preparedness, includ-
ing— 

‘‘(A) decisionmakers at the Federal, regional, 
State, tribal, and local levels of government; 

‘‘(B) the private sector; and 
‘‘(C) the public; 
‘‘(3) provide timely data, information, and 

products that reflect local, regional, and State 
differences in drought conditions; 

‘‘(4) coordinate, and integrate as practicable, 
Federal research and monitoring in support of a 
drought early warning system; 

‘‘(5) build upon existing forecasting and as-
sessment programs and partnerships, including 
through the designation of one or more coopera-
tive institutes to assist with National Integrated 
Drought Information System functions; and 

‘‘(6) continue ongoing research and moni-
toring activities related to drought, including re-
search activities relating to length, severity, and 
impacts of drought and the role of extreme 
weather events and climate variability in 
drought.’’; and 

(3) by adding at the end the following: 

‘‘(e) REPORT.— 
‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 18 months 

after the date of enactment of the National Inte-
grated Drought Information System Reauthor-
ization Act of 2013, the Under Secretary shall 
transmit to the Committee on Science, Space, 
and Technology of the House of Representatives 
and the Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation of the Senate a report that con-
tains— 

‘‘(A) an analysis of the implementation of the 
National Integrated Drought Information Sys-
tem program, including how the information, 
forecasts, and assessments are utilized in 
drought policy planning and response activities; 

‘‘(B) specific plans for continued development 
of such program, including future milestones; 
and 

‘‘(C) an identification of research, monitoring, 
and forecasting needs to enhance the predictive 
capability of drought early warnings that in-
clude— 

‘‘(i) the length and severity of droughts; 
‘‘(ii) the contribution of weather events to re-

ducing the severity or ending drought condi-
tions; and 

‘‘(iii) regionally specific drought impacts. 
‘‘(2) CONSULTATION.—In developing the report 

under paragraph (1), the Under Secretary shall 
consult with relevant Federal, regional, State, 
tribal, and local government agencies, research 
institutions, and the private sector.’’. 
SEC. 3. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

Section 4 of such Act (15 U.S.C. 313d note) is 
amended to read as follows: 
‘‘SEC. 4. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS. 

‘‘There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this Act $13,500,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2014 through 2018.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. HALL) and the gentlewoman 
from Texas (Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHN-
SON) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Texas. 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on H.R. 2431, 
the bill now under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HALL. Madam Speaker, I rise in 

support of H.R. 2431, a bill to reauthor-
ize the National Integrated Drought In-
formation System. 

I want to thank Chairman SMITH for 
his good work in bringing this bill to 
the House floor and for his bipartisan 
support. I also want to thank the gen-
tleman and Representative BEN LUJÁN 
of New Mexico for joining me as an 
original sponsor. In 1998, Congress 
passed the National Drought Policy 
Act, establishing a Commission to pro-
vide recommendations on Federal 
drought policies. 

The concept of creating a national 
drought monitoring and information 
system was proposed by the Commis-
sion in its 2000 report and promoted by 
various stakeholders, including the 
Western Governors’ Association and in 
the 2004 report, ‘‘Creating a Drought 
Early Warning System for the 21st Cen-
tury.’’ 
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